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Technology Norm and the

role of Big Tech in China

This report investigates the technology norm difference be—

tween China and Western world, in terms of propaganda, con—
trol and censorship for the dominance on the digital space.
In particular, this report looks into the control mechanism
of the Chinese Communist Party on China’s big tech such
as Alibaba, Tencents, Megvii Technology, Hikvision, Dahua,
iFlytek, SenseTime and Meiya Pico. This report also suggests
policy implications regarding security, media influence and

foreign market competition,
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Chinese Surveillance Al Industry Is Growing Rapidly

New Facial Recognition Software Procured by the New Surveillance Cameras Procured by the
Chinese Government (Number of Contracts) Chinese Government (Number of Cameras)
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Source: Martin Beraja, David Yang, and Noam Yuchtman, “Data-Intensive Innovation and the State: Evidence from Al Firmsin China,”
Working Paper (National Bureau of Economic Research, August 2020).
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Government is a Large Buyer of Al Technology
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Source: Martin Beraja, David Yang, and Noam Yuchtman, “Data-Intensive Innovation and the State: Evidence from Al Firms in China,”
Working Paper (National Bureau of Economic Research, August 2020).
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